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Bakac, had written to deprecate its moral tone, as well as that of the " Physiologic du Mariage." Balzac answered her that " La Peau de Chagrin " was only intended to be part of a whole, and must not be judged alone ; and the same idea is enlarged upon in a letter to the Comte de Montalembert,* written in August, 1881, which shows Balzac's extreme anxiety not to dissociate his writings from ;he cause of religion. In it he explains, with much nsistence, that, in spite of the apparent scepticism )f " La Peau de Chagrin," the idea of God is really ;he mainspring of the whole book, and on these grounds he begs for a review in L'Avenir. The etter also contains an announcement which is nteresting as a proof that two years before the date fiven by his sister, the idea of his great systematic vork was already formulated, and that in his magination it had assumed colossal proportions. BLe says : " ' La Peau de Chagrin ' is the formula >f human life, an abstraction made from indi-ridualities, and, as M. Ballanche says, everything in t is myth and allegory. It is therefore the point of leparture for my work. Afterwards individualities ind particular existences, from the most humble to hose of the King and of the Priest, the highest ixpressions of our society, will group themselves Lccording to their rank. In these pictures I hall follow the effect of Thought on Life. Then mother work, entitled * History of the Succession
* Letters sent by the Vicomte de Spoolberch de Lovenjoul to the levue Blew, November 14th, 1903.